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RESPONSE TO OFFICE ACTION DATED OCTOBER 10, 2003 

In response to the Office Action dated October 10. 2003. having a shortened 
statutory period for response set to expire on January 10, 2004, please enter this 
response and reconsider the claims pending in the application for reasons discussed 
below. The Commissioner is hereby authorized to charge counsel's Deposit Account 
No. 20-0782/WEAT/0091/WBP fees for any additional claims. Although Applicants 
believe that no additional fees are due in connection with this response, the 
Commissioner is hereby authorized to charge counsel's Deposit Account No. 20- 
0782/WEAT/0091/WBP, for any fees, including extension of time fees or excess claim 
fees, required to make this response timely and acceptable to the Office. 

Amendments to the Claims are reflected in the listing of claims which begins on 
page 2 of this paper. Remarks/Arguments begin on page 1 1 of this paper. 
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driliable cement shoe portion disposed In the tubular section, the cement shoe portion in 
selective fluid communication with the tubular string, as recited in new claims 44-49. 
Applicants theffifore respectfully request allowance of new claims 44-49. 

Claims 2, 4, and 5 are objected to as being dependent upon a rejected base 
claim, but would be allowable if rewritten in Independent form including all of the 
limitations of the base claim and any Intervening claims. Applicants have rewritten 
claims 2. 4. and 5 as new claims 39-41: therefore. Applicants respectfully request 
allowance of claims 39-41 . 

In conclusion, the references cited by the Examiner, alone or in combination, do 
not teach, show, or suggest the invention as claimed. Having addressed all issues set 
out in the office action. Applicants respectfully submit that the claims are in condition for 
allowance and respectfully request allowance of tiie claims. 
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William B. Patterson 
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Attorney for Applicant($) 
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